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POEM WITHOUT A NAME

Caminante, no hay camino

Se hace camino al andar.

You come to me and say you’re sorry

for the trouble you’ve brought to me:

the teacher whose changed face now frightens

children, the wife whose keys went through her cheeks*

so a child now lets her in,

the one who is missing who you will never bring to me,
and your own returning there to all these things.

So you must, you say, and I must

stay here and wonder who will bring which one of these
(of you) to me one day in this office where

I work and can only keep in my mind words

to keep the pictures out, words another doctor said,

(your brother, dead):

“It is no longer different for us now—
our work will not protect us long from grief

or love.”

Remember, you did not bring

these things to me I looked
for you as I will look
for you and look

*It is a common practice during interrogation in some Latin American
countries for a person’s housekeys to be passed through the cheeks.
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